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DENTON COUNTY, TX- 
FM 2181 North-South – A 
$37.6 million project to widen 
FM 2181 from two lanes to a 
six-lane divided roadway from 
the Denton/Corinth city lim-
its to Lillian Miller Parkway 
is expected to be complete in 
November 2021. Activities ex-
pected include City of Denton 
water lines, storm water lines, 
possibly begin drilled shafts for 
noise walls; and prep ROW.

FM 720 North – The con-
tractor is working on punch-
list items and closing out the 
project. 

U.S. 380/U.S. 377 – (Loop 
288 to U.S. 377) TxDOT de-
sign team has completed final 
plans. A town hall meeting was 
held on Feb. 12, 2020, at Bras-
well High School. A let date 
has been set for June 2020.

U.S. 380 East  – (U.S. 377 
to Collin County line) Con-
sultant completed final plans 
in December 2019. Utility co-

ordination meeting was held 
on Jan. 16, 2020. Meetings 
are coordinated monthly. A 
town hall meeting was held 
on Feb. 12, 2020, at Braswell 
High School. A let date has 
been set for May 2021.

U.S. 377 North – Envi-
ronmental constraints map-
ping is in progress. Noise 
analysis is in process. Early 
data collection for some 
technical reports underway. 
A public meeting is expected 
to be held the week of April 
21, 2020. VE study sched-
uled for April 6-9, 2020. 
Consultant continues efforts 
toward the 60% schematic. 
Consultant continues hydro-
logic evaluation of drainage 
areas, is conducting internal 
QC of main-lane geometry, 
and is designing side street 
geometry. The 60% schemat-
ic submittal is anticipated in 
March 2020. 

U.S. 380 Feasibility 
Study – TxDOT met with 
NCTCOG to discuss study 
and model runs. NCTCOG 
continues model runs with 
different alignments. NCT-
COG is reviewing alternative 
alignments for the Outer 
Loop. Upon completion, 
NCTCOG will coordinate a 
meeting with TxDOT to dis-

Yarbrough Farms,
Welcome Home

Governor Abbott, Goldman Sachs, 
LiftFund Announce $50 Million in 
Loans For Texas Small Businesses

Jodie Linton-Prickett

Welcome to tranquil country 
living in Pilot Point’s premier 
master planned development, Yar-
brough Farms!  

This charming new neighbor-
hood offers the master planned 
amenities like the neighborhoods 
emerging along Highway 380, but 
in the serenity of a small historic 
town.  You are far enough away 
from the hustle and bustle to relax, 
nonetheless, you are still easily 
accessible to highways, shopping 
centers and airports.

Yarbrough Farms is located on 
105 pristine acres, all perfectly 
situated within the city limits of 
Pilot Point, while conveniently 

located near US Highway 377, 
and within an hour of the 
DFW Metroplex. 

Pilot Point has excellent schools 
with a low teacher to student ra-
tio.  The city offers historic charm 
combined with forward thinking 
development and planning.

One of the most exciting ele-
ments about the location, besides 
the property itself, is that you are 
within ten minutes of beautiful 
Lake Ray Roberts. Yarbrough 
Farms is a short drive away 
from water activities, hiking, 
biking and riding trails, and 
year round camping.

Outside of Yarbrough 
Farms, there is plenty to 
do with your entire family!  
Besides the lake, there are 
several unique city sponsored 
family activities, one of a kind 
destination points, locally 
owned restaurants, distinc-
tive boutiques, and amazing 

4765 HWY 377, Aubrey, TX 76227

O’Dells   Nursery

COME CELEBRATE WITH US!
You’re Invited to O’Dell Nursery’s 

2nd Anniversary 
JUNE 13TH 

Specials and Sales from 8:00-5:00

 
(940) 365-5994

Free Lip Smacking Lunch catered 
by Hillbilly’s Cooking Serving lunch 
with pulled pork and brisket sandwiches 
from 11:00 till they are gone. 

Ribbon Cutting Celebrates 
FM 720 Completion                                                                                                                                       

Lake Ray Roberts RV Park and 
Storage Ribbon Cutting 

                                                                                                                                       

Texas Master Naturalist Chapter 
Presents 2019 Outstanding 

Service Awards

Aubrey Students Advance to the 
State Visual Arts Scholastic Event

U.S. 380 Expansion Plans in 
Talks for Years

AUSTIN, TX- Governor 
Greg Abbott today announced 
that Goldman Sachs and the 
LiftFund, along with other 
community development 
financial institutions (CDFIs), 
are partnering to provide $50 
million in loans to small busi-
nesses in Texas that have been 
affected by COVID-19 as part 
of the Goldman Sachs 10,000 
Small Businesses program. 
These loans, made through the 
U.S. Small Business Adminis-
tration’s (SBA) Paycheck Pro-
tection Program (PPP), will 
primarily be used for payroll 
so that employees can continue 
to receive paychecks and small 
businesses can retain their em-
ployees and will be partially or 
wholly forgiven.  

“Small businesses and their 
employees are at the heart of 
the Texas economy, and they 
need support during these 
difficult times,” said Governor 
Abbott. “These loans will help 
us revitalize our economy and 
restore Texans’ livelihoods as 
we respond to COVID-19. I 
thank Goldman Sachs and 
the LiftFund for providing 
this lifeline to Texas small 
businesses and their employees 
by providing them with the 
support they need to over-
come the challenges posed by 
COVID-19. This partnership 

is an important first step in our 
journey to economic recovery in 
the state of Texas.”

“We have seen first-hand the 
determination and resilience of 
small business owners in Texas, 
having worked alongside them 
for years through our 10,000 
Small Businesses program,” 
said John Waldron, President 
and Chief Operating Officer 
of Goldman Sachs. “Goldman 
Sachs understands that our com-
munities and economy rely on 
small business and we are doing 
everything we can to support this 
vital engine of economic growth 
and employment.”

Goldman Sachs will provide 
the capital as part of its $550 mil-
lion commitment to COVID-19 
relief, and LiftFund, alongside 
other CDFIs, will administer 
the funding to qualified small 
businesses. If all stipulations are 
met, small business can have 
their loans forgiven in full by the 
SBA. Business owners can apply 
for a PPP loan and find more 
information about the program 
on the LiftFund website. 

The Governor was joined for 
the announcement by President 
and COO of Goldman Sachs 
John Waldron, President and 
CEO of LiftFund Janie Barrera. 
Also joining the Governor were 
Brent Reaves, owner of Smokey 
John’s Bar-B-Que in Dallas, Pa-

tricia and Clint Butler, owners 
of Coffeecionado Community 
Roasters in San Antonio, and 
Michele and Mitch Allen, 
owners of iRun Texas in San 
Antonio. The Butlers and Al-
lens will be the first to benefit 
from this partnership to pro-
vide PPP loans in Texas.

LiftFund is a non-profit 
organization, headquartered in 
San Antonio, that helps small 
business owners with limited 
access to capital. The company 
offers small business loans and 
minority business loans for en-
trepreneurs. LiftFund partners 
with SBA lenders and other 
lending institutions to provide 
startup loans, SBA 504 Loans, 
and microloans in Texas, and 
throughout the South Eastern 
U.S. In 2018, LiftFund had 
591 donors, 118 investors, 500 
partners, and 100 employees.

The Goldman Sachs Group, 
Inc. is a leading global invest-
ment banking, securities and 
investment management firm 
that provides a wide range of fi-
nancial services to a substantial 
and diversified client base that 
includes corporations, financial 
institutions, governments and 
individuals.  Founded in 1869, 
the firm is headquartered in 
New York and maintains offic-
es in all major financial centers 
around the world.The Perfect Wedding Date

During Pandemic 4-H Sees 
Changes and Steps Up to Help

ARLINGTON, TX- The 
North Central Texas Council of 
Governments is conducting an 
online input opportunity to give 
residents the chance to comment 
on a series of topics pertaining to 
transportation initiatives in the 
Dallas-Fort Worth area.

Given the current situation 
surrounding the COVID-19 
pandemic, the NCTCOG 
Transportation Department has 
taken precautions to protect the 
health of communities. Staff will 
provide a status report on how the 
Transportation Department is 

continuing to work on important 
regional planning, programming 
and projects, as well as details on 
the attorney general’s temporary 
suspension of Open Meetings 
Act provisions. Information on 
what NCTCOG is doing dur-
ing the ongoing coronavirus 
pandemic is available at www.
nctcog.org/covid-19.

Ensuring business continues 
to be conducted in an open and 
transparent manner, NCTCOG 
will post information about 
several regional planning efforts 
online for review.

Dallas-Fort Worth and other 
metropolitan areas with popula-
tions over 200,000 must have 
a Congestion Management 
Process to measure congestion 
levels and prioritize management 
strategies. Staff will provide a brief 
overview of federal requirements 
as well as elements to be consid-
ered in the current CMP update.

Traffic incident management 
plays an important role in im-
proving safety and reducing con-
gestion in North Texas. Proposed 
funding recommendations for a 

AUSTIN, TX - Governor 
Greg Abbott today issued a proc-
lamation extending his Disaster 
Declaration for all Texas counties 
in response to COVID-19. Orig-
inally issued on March 13th, the 
Disaster Declaration provides the 
state a number of resources to ef-

fectively serve Texans as the Lone 
Star State continues to mitigate 
the spread of COVID-19.

“By extending my Disaster 
Declaration, we are ensuring the 
state of Texas continues to have 
adequate resources and capabili-
ties to support our communities 

and protect public health,” said 
Governor Abbott. “I urge all 
Texans to continue practicing 
social distancing and abide 
by the guidelines laid out by 
the CDC and my Executive 
Orders to slow the spread of 
COVID-19.”

Watch for Breaking 
News on the COVID-19 
for Denton County at 
www.380News.com

Please log on to get updated information 
about Coronavirus in our area.
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380News
380News is a regional publication 
covering local community news 
for Northeast Denton County 
and Northwest Collin County 
including the communities of 
Aubrey, Cross Roads, Krugerville, 
Pilot Point, Little Elm, Oak 
Point, Paloma Creek, Prosper, 
Providence, and Savannah. A 
direct mail newspaper, 380News 
has a monthly distribution of 
15,000 papers including residential 
households, businesses, Chambers 
of Commerce, Master Planned 
Communities, and Home Owner 
Associations. 380News reaches 
almost 40,000 North Texas readers.

The publication deadline 
for advertising, editorial 
submissions, guest editorials, 
and letters to the editor is 
the 15th day of the preceding 
month for each issue. Letters to 
the editor must be 400 words or 
less and include a name, address, 
and phone number (only name 
and city will be published). 
Content may be submitted via 
email to info@380news.com.

Opinions expressed in articles 
or letters do not reflect the 
opinions of 380News, North 
Texas Media Group, LLC or 
any 380News staff member. 
380News and North Texas Media 
Group, LLC reserves the right 
to edit all submitted content 
and reject material deemed 
unsuitable for 380News without 
reason.  380News is distributed 
monthly to over 15,000 homes 
and businesses within the 380 
Corridor.  380News makes every 
attempt to ensure accuracy of 
the information it publishes, 
but cannot be held accountable 
for any consequences arising 
from any inaccuracies or 
omissions.  Reproduction in 
whole or in part is strictly 
prohibited with out expressed 
written consent from the 
editor. Copyright © 2020

380News is a proud member of 
the following Chambers:

Advertising and Editorial 
Submission Deadlines 

Lake Ray Roberts RV Park and Storage located at 972 W. Walcott Street 
in Pilot Point held their ribbon cutting with Pilot Point Chamber of 

Commerce.  Come out and see their new facility! 

Lake Ray Roberts 
RV Park and Storage 

located at 972 W. 
Walcott Street in Pilot 

Point held their ribbon 
cutting with Pilot Point 
Chamber of Commerce.  
Come out and see their 

new facility! 

Equine Services
• Lameness exams
• Digital radiography
• Reproduction
• Embryo Transfer
• Vaccinations
• Coggins
• Dental
• Emergency Care

Small Animal Services
• Emergency Care
• Spay and Neuter
• Vaccinations

4600 Hwy 377  Aubrey, TX 
(940) 365-9430

Convenient to Crossroads, Providence, Little 
Elm, and surrounding areas.

INSTANT REBATE ON HEARTGUARD AND NEXGARD! 
SAVE UP TO $60 Offer Ends 12/31/2020

• Dental
• Surgery
• Grooming
• Boarding

During the Month of APRIL

Boarding Available For Spring Break. Book Today!
BOOK YOUR APPOINTMENT NOW

Ribbon Cutting Celebrates 
FM 720 Completion

Texas WIC Expands 
Eligible Foods, Launches 
Updated App

972 W. Walcott St.
Pilot Point, TX

940.391.4252
www.LakeRayRobertsRV.com

ALL ACTIVE AND 
RETIRED U.S. 

MILITARY RECEIVE 
10% OFF 

THEIR STAY
SPACES AVAILABLE

MUSTANG WATER
OVER 50 YEARS OF SERVICE

MUSTANGWATER.COM
940-440-9561 

7985 FM 2931 Aubrey, TX 
Monday - Friday 

8:00 A.M. - 5:00 P.M.

DENTON COUNTY, TX- 
Denton County Judge Andy 
Eads, TxDOT, officials from 
Oak Point, Little Elm, Cross 
Roads, Aubrey and Providence 

Village and myself celebrated 
the completion of FM 720 
North in early February at 
the Oak Grove Methodist 
Church.

The project, which 
began construction in 
March 2018, widened 
the two-lane rural road-
way to a six-lane, divided 
urban road.

Construction cost for 
FM 720 North is esti-
mated at $18 million and 
were funded primarily 
with Proposition 1 Funds.

The road eases traffic 
congestion in the 380 Cor-
ridor and will likely bring 
commercial development 
opportunities to the sur-
rounding communities.

AUSTIN, TX – Texas Health 
and Human Services announces 
Texas WIC, the special supple-
mental nutrition program for 
women, infants, and children, 
is expanding the number of 
food items eligible for purchase 
through the program. It is also 
updating the MyTexasWIC 
app to ensure Texans who need 
access to nutritious food will 
be able to find it in their local 
grocery stores.

“Grocers assure us they can 
meet this increased demand 
and have supply chains ready to 
respond,” said Dee Budgewater, 
HHS deputy executive commis-
sioner for Health Developmen-
tal and Independence Services. 
“The Texas WIC team is work-
ing around the clock to ensure 
families have access to healthy 
food, which is one of the best 
ways to support mothers and 
growing children and help them 
achieve a greater sense of health 
and well-being.”

Effective immediately, there 
are additional options for certain 
food items WIC participants 
can buy. These food items in-

clude more options for milk, bread, 
rice, pasta and eggs.  In addition, 
Texas WIC is permanently adding 
canned fruits and vegetables to the 
food package. Items at the grocery 
store with a pink sticker that says 
“WIC Approved” are products 
eligible for shoppers to purchase 
using WIC.

WIC participants can find 
detailed information on the Texas 
WIC website. WIC participants 
can also download the latest ver-
sion of the MyTexasWIC shopping 
app on the Google Play Store or 
Apple App Store, which informs 
families what the allowable food 
items are on their benefit package.

Texas WIC is operating under 
modified services throughout the 
state to help keep clients and staff 
safe. Families may call their local 
WIC clinics to learn more about 
how they can receive services. Visit 
the Texas WIC website or call 800-
942-3678 to find how your local 
clinic is handling local services.

Many have modified their ser-
vices and applicants are encouraged 
to start their applications online to 
protect office workers and practice 
social distancing precautions.
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Zach Davis
Denton non-profit, Friends with Benefits, expands their Music Scholarship to benefit Visual and Performing Artists

HEALTHY LIFESTYLES

*Coupon Expires 04/30/2020

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL

State Farm County Mutual Insurance Company of Texas, Richardson, TX

Here for game 
day & every day.

No matter where the day takes you, I’m here to 
help protect you and help you save. For your auto 
insurance needs and more, call or stop in today.

1801262

Tim Holland, Agent
5315 Us Highway 377 S
Aubrey, TX  76227
Bus: 940-365-9449
timhollandinsurancegroup.com 

Need Umbrella Insurance 
this Spring?

 
WE’VE GOT YOU COVERED!

All pick up specials only.
Delivery up to 6 miles                                  

with an additional charge.

FOR FASTER DELIVERY ALSO TRY UBER EATS!

Promoting the ArtsDuring Pandemic 4-H Sees 
Changes and Steps Up to Help

savannahclinic.com

  

940-347-5761 

FAMILY MEDICINE
Savannah Clinic Associates

26795 US HWY 380 E. Aubrey, TX 76227  

Same Day Appointment
Now Accepting New Patients

DENTON, TX - For the past 
three years, Friends with Benefits 
(FWB) has awarded two $500 
educational music scholarships 
and two Band Dolla$ music 
grants, worth $250 to Texas 
musicians each year. With the 
new Arts Scholarship Program, 
they will award one $500 educa-
tional scholarship and one $500 
community grant in the music, 
visual arts, and performance arts 
categories. A total of $3,000 will 
be awarded in 2020. 

FWB has named each scholar-
ship after Denton artists to keep 
their legacy living through the 
program. The Andy Knapik Mu-
sic Scholarship, which goes to-
ward furthering music education 
as a major or minor at an accred-
ited institution or private lessons, 
is named in honor of co-founder 
of DMAC, festival worker, UNT 
employee, husband, father, and 
beloved friend. Andy had a kind 
soul and a passion for making 
Denton a better place and sup-
porting the local music scene. His 
hugs and smile lit up every room 
he entered. He is remembered ev-
ery day in so many ways, and we 
are honored to be able to continue 
his legacy of giving back to the 
Denton music community.

The Joe Cripps Music Grant 
is for any band or musician 
in Texas for financial help to 
further their musical careers. 
This grant can be used for any-
thing the band/musician needs 
such as: recording, tour funds, 
video production, equipment 
replacement, graphics, etc. 
This music grant is named after 
internationally known Brave 
Combo drummer, Joe Cripps. 
Joe influenced and impacted so 
many musicians in Denton and 
beyond, we are proud to have 

the opportunity to honor his 
talents and name through this 
music community grant.

The Ivory Dior Performance 
Art Scholarship is an educational 
scholarship to go toward further-
ing performance arts education 
as a major or minor at an accred-
ited institution or private lessons. 
Ivory Dior was an unapologetic, 
eager, fantasmic queen who used 
her charm to win the hearts of 
many. Known for her time as 
part of the Crossroads Cast and 
Whiskey Tongue Burlesque, Ivo-
ry Dior was a staple of the local 
queer community. We will always 
remember that “it’s not sweat, it’s 
highlight” and to hold our heads 
up high. We are honored to offer 
this scholarship in her name.

The Jette Blaque Performance 
Art Grant is for any North Texas 
performance artist (poetry, spo-
ken word, dance, Drag, burlesque, 
etc. needing financial assistance 
to further their career. Groups 
and organizations are welcome to 
apply. Jette Blaque was a DFW-
based dancer and performer who 
captured the hearts and eyes 
of many. With a heart of gold, 
filled with compassion, infectious 
energy, and a genuine passion for 
helping others, there aren’t many 
from the performer community 
who can’t say they weren’t touched 
by Jette. We are honored to offer 
this grant in her namesake so that 
our performance artists can carry 
onward in their own passions.

The Nevada Hill Visual Arts 
Scholarship will go toward fur-
thering visual arts education as 
a major or minor at an accred-
ited institution or private lessons. 
Each year we will award one $500 
scholarship to the top scoring ap-
plicant. Nevada Houston Hill was 
an internationally known artist 

and musician who called Denton 
his home. In 2005, Nevada gradu-
ated with a printmaking degree 
from the University of North Tex-
as in Denton, where he launched 
his fine art and musical career. His 
fine art blossomed with resident 
artist status at Art Prostitute and 
with hundreds of posters, com-
ics, album covers and more for 
local and international clients, 
and his music grew right along 
with it. Whether with the bands 
Zanzibar Snails, Drug Moun-
tain, Bludded Head and others, 
or in improvisational one-off 
events, Nevada reached for the 
same left-of-center but straight-
from-the-heart expression that 
guided his hand with pencil, 
paint and ink. We are revered to 
continue his legacy by honoring 
him and his remarkable work 
through our art scholarship.

The Dorothy Bertine Visual 
Arts Grant is for any North Texas 
visual artist or group needing 
financial assistance for a project, 
art piece, or to further their visual 
arts career. Many in Denton knew 
Dorothy through her beautiful 
watercolor paintings depicting 
the Victorian era homes on Oak 
Street. In her retirement, Doro-
thy received a Master’s Degree in 
Fine Arts from Texas Woman’s 
University after presenting her 
thesis entitled “Design Elements 
Used in High Victorian Houses”. 
Her paintings are in private col-
lections across the United States 
and in several other countries. 
We honor her work by offering 
this grant to our community in 
her name.

To learn more, donate or apply 
to this scholarship program, please 
visit https://www.fwbdenton.
com/apply or email music@fwb-
denton.com.

DENTON COUNTY, 
TX - Covid–19 has under-
standably thrown everyone 
a curve ball including our 
local 4-H community. Like 
most civic service based 
groups, 4-Hers meet in-
person for meetings, activi-
ties and contests. Our state 
4-H office has cancelled all 
face-to-face programming 
until May 4, pretty much 
shutting down any chance 
of in-person competition.

Luckily for 4-Hers we 
are adapting to keep them 
busy! Virtual trainings and 
activities are being held on 
social media. This week’s 
events have included an 
agriculture scavenger hunt, 
truth or hogwash, agricul-
ture bingo, and a food and 
nutrition workshop. Found 
on Facebook, go to the 
Texas 4-H page to see some 
of these activities, which 
can still be accessed.

One service activity 
4-H members are doing 
from home is “Operation 
Facemask”. To support 
our healthcare profession-

als, 4-Hers are sewing 
facemasks. 4-H mem-
bers are working on 
this project at home 
to practice social dis-
tancing but can then 
drop-off completed 
mask at different loca-
tions; Texas Oncology 
Cancer Centers, local 
healthcare facilities or 
JoAnn Fabric Stores. 
These fabric facemasks 
are not a replacement 
for N-95 respirators 
and other personal pro-
tective equipment, but 
are meant to be used 
in situations that will 
free up N-95 respirators 
and other mask for high 
priority use.

Qualifying contests 
like educational pre-
sentations, share the 
fun events, and quiz 
bowls that are normally 
held at county, district 
and state levels will 
now just be held at the 
state level as an open 
invitations for all senior 
4-H members if our 

state roundup event is held 
in June. Locally we plan to 
hold competitions virtually 
to give youth interaction and 
feedback on their work.

Covid-19 is impacting 
4-H and FFA members lo-
cally. Due to city, county 
and federal restrictions on 
the size of groups, our an-
nual Denton County Youth 
Fair was cancelled for the 
year. Livestock projects usu-
ally have a target date for 
show or harvest and our an-
nual youth fair was schedule 
for this week March 22-28. 
4-H and FFA members will 
have to bear the burden of a 
year’s worth of feed for their 
projects with no premium. 
Other people are going 
through a lot worse I know, 
but I just wanted to high-
light how this pandemic is 
affecting kids locally. Hope-
fully next year’s show can be 
one of the best yet.

Texas A&M AgriLife Exten-
sion provides equal opportuni-
ties in its programs and employ-
ment to all persons, regardless 
of race, color, sex, religion, 
national origin, disability, age, 
genetic information, veteran 
status, sexual orientation, or 
gender identity. The Texas 
A&M University System, U.S. 
Department of Agriculture, 
and the County Commissioners 
Courts of Texas Cooperating
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HOME & GARDEN
Elise Spain

Texas Master Naturalist Chapter Presents 2019 
Outstanding Service Awards

Prosper Announces New Personnel 
Reorganization Chart

958 Hwy 377 South. Aubrey
940-440-9100      www.cierabank.com

Your banking choice 
for the

377/380 area

Melissa Geiger
Vice-President

YOUR 
BANKING 
CHOICE

for the 
377/380 area

958 Hwy 377 South, Aubrey
940-440-9100

www.cierabank.com

A NOTICE AND INVITATION TO ALL EMPLOYEES AND APPLICANTS

DONNA GORAY, CEO & CFO

AFFIRMATIVE ACTION AND EQUAL EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY POLICY STATEMENT

CIERA BANK has been and will continue to be an equal opportunity employer. 
To assure full implementation of this equal employment policy, we will take steps to assure that:

a. Persons are recruited, hired, assigned and promoted without regard to 
race, religion, color, national origin, citizenship, sex, sexual orientation, 
gender identity, veteran's status, age or disability.

b. All other personnel actions, such as compensation, benefits, transfers, 
layoffs and recall from layoffs, access to training, education, tuition assis-
tance and social recreation programs are administered without regard to 
race, religion, color, national origin, citizenship, sex, sexual orientation, 
gender identity, veteran's status, age or disability.

c. Employees and applicants shall not be subjected to harassment, 
intimidation, threats, coercion or discrimination because they have: (1) filed a
complaint; (2) assisted or participated in an investigation, compliance 
review hearing or any other activity related to the administration of any 
federal, state or local law requiring equal employment opportunity; (3) 
opposed any act or practice made unlawful by any federal, state or 
local law requiring equal opportunity or (4) exercised any other right 
protected by federal, state or local law requiring equal opportunity.

I have appointed Deana Bryant to take on the responsibilities of EEO Coordinator.
As EEO Coordinator, she will be responsible for the day to day implementation and monitoring of this 
Affirmative Action Plan.  As part of that responsibility, she will periodically analyze the Company's 
personnel actions and their effects to insure compliance with our equal employment policy.

If you, as one of our employees or as an applicant for employment, have any 
questions about this policy or would like to be considered under our Affirmative Action Plan, please see
Deana Bryant during regular business hours.  This is also a reminder that employees may update their 
disability status at any time by contacting Deana Bryant.

I have reviewed and fully endorse our Affirmative Action and Equal Employment 
Opportunity program.  In closing, I ask the continued assistance and support of all of the Company's 
personnel to attain our objective of equal employment opportunity for all.

Sincerely,

This Affirmative Action Program is effective from June 1, 2014 to May 31, 2015.

958 Hwy 377 South. Aubrey
940-440-9100      www.cierabank.com

Your banking choice 
for the

377/380 area

Melissa Geiger
Vice-President

YOUR 
BANKING 
CHOICE

for the 
377/380 area

958 Hwy 377 South, Aubrey
940-440-9100

www.cierabank.com

A NOTICE AND INVITATION TO ALL EMPLOYEES AND APPLICANTS

DONNA GORAY, CEO & CFO

AFFIRMATIVE ACTION AND EQUAL EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY POLICY STATEMENT

CIERA BANK has been and will continue to be an equal opportunity employer. 
To assure full implementation of this equal employment policy, we will take steps to assure that:

a. Persons are recruited, hired, assigned and promoted without regard to 
race, religion, color, national origin, citizenship, sex, sexual orientation, 
gender identity, veteran's status, age or disability.

b. All other personnel actions, such as compensation, benefits, transfers, 
layoffs and recall from layoffs, access to training, education, tuition assis-
tance and social recreation programs are administered without regard to 
race, religion, color, national origin, citizenship, sex, sexual orientation, 
gender identity, veteran's status, age or disability.

c. Employees and applicants shall not be subjected to harassment, 
intimidation, threats, coercion or discrimination because they have: (1) filed a
complaint; (2) assisted or participated in an investigation, compliance 
review hearing or any other activity related to the administration of any 
federal, state or local law requiring equal employment opportunity; (3) 
opposed any act or practice made unlawful by any federal, state or 
local law requiring equal opportunity or (4) exercised any other right 
protected by federal, state or local law requiring equal opportunity.

I have appointed Deana Bryant to take on the responsibilities of EEO Coordinator.
As EEO Coordinator, she will be responsible for the day to day implementation and monitoring of this 
Affirmative Action Plan.  As part of that responsibility, she will periodically analyze the Company's 
personnel actions and their effects to insure compliance with our equal employment policy.

If you, as one of our employees or as an applicant for employment, have any 
questions about this policy or would like to be considered under our Affirmative Action Plan, please see
Deana Bryant during regular business hours.  This is also a reminder that employees may update their 
disability status at any time by contacting Deana Bryant.

I have reviewed and fully endorse our Affirmative Action and Equal Employment 
Opportunity program.  In closing, I ask the continued assistance and support of all of the Company's 
personnel to attain our objective of equal employment opportunity for all.

Sincerely,

This Affirmative Action Program is effective from June 1, 2014 to May 31, 2015.

ANDREW J. PASSONS • SARAH A. DARNELL 
JENNIFER R. ELSE

509 S. Carroll Blvd., Suite A
Denton, Texas 76201

(940) 591-1191

MENTION THIS AD FOR A FREE                                                       
30 MINUTE PHONE CONSULTATION

www.dentonfamilyattorneys.com
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‘Yarbrough Farms...’ continued from front page

DENTON COUNTY, 
TX - Texas Master Naturalist-
Elm Fork Chapter recognized 
members for volunteering 
27,676 hours of service in 
2019, working on about 40 
chapter approved projects. 
Denton, Wise and Cooke 
counties are in the Chapter’s 
service area. Several individu-
als and projects were given 
special recognition for out-
standing service at the Febru-
ary annual awards meeting.

Denton ISD Days at Clear 
Creek was named Project of 
the Year. This volunteer proj-
ect was created by the Master 
Naturalist class of 2017 to 
complement the Denton 
ISD field trips for 2nd and 
4th graders to Clear Creek 
Natural Heritage Center 
(CCNHC).  In 2019, approx-
imately 3,800 students and 
600 adults participated in 
the field trips with trail walks 
and at learning stations about 
native animals, native plants 
and trees, natural resource 
preservation, water conserva-
tion, and much more. This 
project is a collaboration of 
Master Naturalists, Master 

Gardeners, 4-H, the City 
of Denton and Denton 
ISD. More than 50 Master 
Naturalists from the Chapter 
participated in the field trips 
for a total of 2,206 volunteer 
service hours.

Irene Hanson was recog-
nized as Volunteer of the Year.  
A Master Naturalist in the 
Chapter since 2014, Irene loves 
native plants and puts this 
to use volunteering at Green 
Acres, LLELA, and Thrive 
Park to rescue, preserve and 
restore native plants, in addi-
tion to sharing her knowledge 
with her fellow Master Natu-
ralists. In 2019, she organized 
and led hikes at the Cross 
Timbers Trailhead, where 
she and others identified 
and recorded native plants. 
In addition, Irene served as 
lead for the Training Class 
hospitality committee for 
many years and served as a 
mentor to members of the 
2019 Training Class.

Certificates of Appreciation 
for Enhancing Education and 
Outreach were presented to 
Chuck Swatske and Sue Yost.  
Certificates of Appreciation 

for Volunteer Networking 
were presented to Dale Meyer 
and Fran Witte.  Certificates 
of Appreciation for Natural 
Resource Service were pre-
sented to Larry Duncan and 
Harley Shepardson.  Cer-
tificates of Appreciation for 
Public Understanding were 
presented to Sharon Betty 
and Jerry Betty.

Tim Trosper was recog-
nized for volunteering the 
Most Hours for an Intern, 
with 471 hours in 2019. 
Scott Kiester and Mary 
Morrow were recognized 
for volunteering the Most 
Hours as Veterans, tying 
with 976 hours each in 2019. 

Texas Master Naturalist-
Elm Fork Chapter has opened 
registration for the 2020 
training class. Individuals 
can learn more about the 
organization and download 
the training application by 
visiting the Elm Fork Chapter 
website at www.txmn.org/
elmfork.  The $150 training 
fee includes all materials and 
instruction as well as first 
year membership in the Elm 
Fork Chapter.  Payment must 

green spaces. It is also a com-
munity where music and the 
arts thrive.

Yarbrough Farms has an 
exciting two phased develop-
ment, which will consist of 
spacious estate lots, garden 
homes, townhomes, four 
ponds, beautiful greenspace, 
concrete streets, and public 
sidewalks for a trail system 
throughout the neighbor-
hood. All of these features 
allow plenty of room to 
relax and enjoy country life 
and leisure!

The estate lots range in size 
from one-third to one-half acre 
with some including beauti-
ful mature trees.  The estate 
residents will have access to an 
amenity center and pool, both 
maintained by the Estates of 
Yarbrough Farms homeowners’ 
association. And yes, there will 
also be waterfront lots available 
throughout the community.

The garden homes and town-
homes will be a much needed 
addition to the choices of living 
accommodations for new or 

be made at the time the ap-
plication is submitted.  Once 
submitted, each application is 
reviewed. Applicants will be 
notified upon acceptance into 
the training course.

The mission of the Texas 
Master Naturalist program is to 
develop a corps of well-informed 
volunteers to provide education, 
outreach, and service dedicated 
to the beneficial management 
of natural resources and natural 
areas within their communities 
for the State of Texas. Many 
communities and organizations 
rely on such citizen volunteers 
for implementing youth educa-
tion programs; for operating 
parks, nature centers, and 
natural areas; and for provid-
ing leadership in local natural 
resource conservation efforts. In 
fact, a short supply of dedicated 
and well-informed volunteers is 
often cited as a limiting factor 
for community-based conserva-
tion efforts.

existing residents of Pilot Point.  
This phase will begin later this 
year. The landscaping of these 
garden homes and townhomes 
will be maintained by their own 
homeowners’ associations. Giv-
ing you more time to do things 
you enjoy!

At Yarbrough Farms, you 
will have the opportunity to 
meet four quality builders. 
Each builder is committed to 
building your dream home spe-
cifically for your family’s needs. 
Come out and experience 
homes created by:  Lamp Post 
Homes, Cashion Homes, TGC 
Custom Homes, and Red Nail 
Homes. Each of these builders 
bring their own exceptional 
style and experience to the 
neighborhood.

Just far enough off the beaten 
path to take you away from it 
all, you will find Yarbrough 
Farms. A place for you to re-
juvenate your lifestyle, spend 
quality time with your friends 
and family, and put down 
strong roots. Yarbrough Farms, 
welcome home.

PROSPER, TX- Keeping pace 
with the residential and commercial 
growth in Prosper and, most impor-
tantly, ensuring that the Town’s per-
sonnel structure, both in size and ex-
pertise, is adequate to represent and 
safeguard the interests of residents, 
the Town Manager has announced 
an organizational reconfiguration.

Whereas in previous years the 
Town’s structure may have successfully 
operated with fewer employees, each 
undertaking several duties, the com-
plexities inherent in a growing organi-
zation, dealing with an ever-expanding 
myriad of specialized requirements, 
necessitate a more responsive and agile 
workforce and organization.

Town Manager Harlan Jefferson 
has implemented an organizational 
structure that includes a cabinet of 
five direct reports, including Police 
Chief Doug Kowalski, Fire Chief 
Stuart Blasingame, and three Ex-
ecutive Directors who administer 
various portions of the organization; 
Administrative Services; Commu-
nity Services; and Development and 
Infrastructure Services.

Chuck Springer, Executive 
Director of Administrative Ser-
vices, oversees Information Technol-
ogy, Human Resources, and Finance. 
Springer, a Certified Government Fi-

nance Officer who previously served 
as president of the Government Trea-
surers’ Organization of Texas, was 
the Director of Finance for the City 
of Denton prior to joining Prosper.

He has served as Assistant 
Town Manager/Chief Financial 
Officer for Flower Mound; served 
the City of Arlington for 18 years 
as Interim Chief Financial Officer, 
Treasury Manager, and Cash and 
Debt Administrator. In addition, he 
served the City of Denton manag-
ing Accounting, Budget, Customer 
Service, Purchasing and Materials 
Management, Municipal Court, 
and Treasury Operations.

Springer earned a Bachelor of 
Arts from Indiana University and 
a Master of Public Administration 
from the University of North Texas.

Rebecca Zook has accepted the 
position of Executive Director of 
Development and Infrastructure 
Services which oversees Develop-
ment Services, Public Works and 
Engineering Services. She will begin 
work in late spring. Zook counts 
on a quarter century of municipal 
experience. Most recently, she 
was employed as the Engineering 
Director for the City of Goodyear, 
Arizona where she oversaw a variety 
of teams including capital projects, 

development, inspections, streets, 
and traffic and permitting.

The City of Goodyear is home 
to Amazon, Nike and Microsoft 
campuses and, like Prosper, has 
experienced tremendous growth. 
With a population of 18,000 in 
2000, Goodyear now serves nearly 
85,000 residents.

Promoted as Executive Director 
of Community Services is current 
Town Secretary Robyn Battle. 
She will supervise the Commu-
nity Library, Parks and Recreation, 
Communications, and the Town 
Secretary. Battle will oversee efforts to 
actively support the Council’s priority 
to strengthen community relation-
ships. She joined the Town in 2013 as 
the Town Secretary and has held the 
joint title of Town Secretary/Public 
Information Officer since 2015.

Battle was instrumental in de-
veloping several new community 
engagement programs, including 
a speaker’s bureau, quarterly HOA 
Presidents Meetings, and the State 
of the Community event. Battle 
is a Texas Registered Municipal 
Clerk, she has a bachelor’s degree 
in Psychology from Texas A&M 
University, and a Master of Public 
Administration degree from the 
University of North Texas.
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EDUCATION
Amy Ruggini 

Aubrey Students Advance 
to the State Visual Arts 
Scholastic Event 

Top Honors at UIL for 
Aubrey Students

ABOUT US
• Accredited

• Flexible Three and Four Day 
Programs

• Low Student/Teacher Ratio

• Texas Certified Teachers

• Comprehensive Curriculum

• Focusing on                                                     
INDIVIDUAL NEEDS

Pilot Point, TX

940.300.7560
ChoiceLearningAcademy.net 

Info@ChoiceLearningAcademy@gmail.com
Visit Us On Facebook

PRIVATE 
SCHOOL

Ages 
Three-Grade 12

NOW 
OFFERING

PRE-K!!

LIMITED
ENROLLMENT

NOW ENROLLING

Open M-F  from 
6:30 AM to 6:30 PM

• At Busy Bees Children’s Academy
 

• Under new Director  (Ms. Valerie Cole)
 

• Provides quality childcare at affordable rates 

• Five (5) Days Full Time Programs
 

• Three (3) Days Part Time Programs
 

• Drop-In Childcare for one day at reasonable rates
 

• Afterschool pickup from Brockett Elementary / Early Bird
 

• Participates in USDA sponsored food program

 • Curriculum consists of instructions based on 
developmental stages for language, prewriting skills

• Activities to develop cognitive and motor skills in a 
developmentally appropriate way 

• “Hands on” sensory activities in a natural environment 

• Learning and fun activities include: 
“Cooking projects with Ms. Candy” 

 

Stop by or give us a call to schedule a tour of our facility.

Busy Bees Children’s Academy

(940) 440 6506
www.facebook.com/BusyBeesChildrensAcademy

www.busybeesca.com

404 Spring Hill Rd, 
Aubrey, TX 76227

AUBREY ISD, TX-  Aubrey 
High School seniors Kimmie 
Wesson and Andrew McGuire 
have both advanced to the state 
Visual Arts Scholastic Event. 
This is the fifth straight year that 
at least one AHS student has pro-
gressed to the state event with his 
or her artwork.

Twenty AHS students sub-
mitted 24 artworks to the Region 
11N area competition. Twenty 
artworks earned the highest rat-
ing of four. Students are judged 
in divisions, which are based on 
art classes taken.

Chloe Garneaux, Andrew 
McGuire, Marquis Slayton, 
Amber Trammell, Lorilei 
Varble and Kimmie Wesson all 
received a score of 4 at the Di-
vision 4 level, which is for four 
years of art or AP level.

Kimmie is advancing to the 
state competition for the fourth 
straight year, and Andrew is join-
ing her for the first time.  

Kimmie titled her artwork, 
“The Side Effects of Heartbreak.”

“My drawing was about heart-
break and how it is an emotional 
thing but it also can be physical 
and it showed the physical aspect 
of it,” Kimmie said. 

Kimmie submitted two pieces 

and advanced on the piece that 
she turned in last minute. “The 
Side Effects of Heartbreak” was 
made with markers.

Andrew’s digital artwork 
was titled, “Deception,” and he 
described his artwork as a crea-
ture, a bunny, which turned 
into a monster. The senior cre-
ated it using Paint Tool SAI, a 
painting software.

Both Kimmie and Andrew 
submitted artwork from their 
AP art concentration, which 
included a series of work with 
an underlying theme. Kimmie’s 
theme was the use of human 
anatomy to explain the abstract 
side of being human like emo-
tions. Andrew’s theme was hor-
ror movie monsters and what 
they represent.

At the regional VASE, stu-
dents are interviewed, and their 
artworks are juried by certified, 
professional Texas Art Education 
Association jurors, according to 
the TAEA website. A Rating IV 
is the mark of a superior, exem-
plary, work of art. After the jury 
process is complete, the artworks 
that qualify to participate are 
then processed for the state event.

At the state event in San Mar-
cos on April 24-25, students will 
participate in professional work-
shops while their artwork is be-
ing judged. The event is intended 
to provide a forum for art teach-
ers and students to meet and to 
grow artistically and personally, 
according to the TAEA website.

AUBREY ISD, TX- Students 
from Monaco and Brockett El-
ementary Schools from Aubrey ISD 
took top honors at the UIL District 
4A Elementary Academic Competi-
tion at Anna ISD. The Monaco 
team took first place with 332.9 
points, while Brockett was second 
with 311.3 points.

It is the second straight year that 
Aubrey ISD elementary schools took 
the top two spots. Brockett finished 
in the top spot last year with Monaco 
taking second.

The two Aubrey teams competed 
against eight schools in events such 

as chess puzzles, music memory, 
listening skills, creative writing, oral 
writing and storytelling. These events 
are designed to complement and 
expand upon what students learn in 
the classroom, both through learn-
ing specific subject knowledge, and 
through learning skills.

The Monaco teams placed first in 
fourth and fifth grade art smart and 
fifth grade dictionary skills.

The Brockett teams placed first 
in 2nd, 3rd, 4th grade and 5th grade 
chess. The Chaps also took team 
firsts in 4th grade spelling and music 
memory, and 5th grade number sense. 

Traditional Publishing or Self Publishing?  Blaise Ramsay
Now that You Finished Writing Your Book

PILOT POINT, TX-Guy 
Gavriel Kay says: “Writing is 
never, ever easy...” Authors pour 
hours into crafting as strong a 
storyline and deep characters 
until they finally reach those 
longed for words: The End. But 
something many do not under-
stand is that writing is actually 
the easiest part of the “write to 
publish” process. What follows 
can be even more daunting. So, 
what are the crucial next steps 
a hope to be published author 
must take? First and foremost 
is to make sure their book is 
the absolute strongest it can 
be. Let your manuscript rest 
and then go back to it. Tempt-
ing as it is to skip revision and 
editing, the prospective author 
must always take the time to 
tinker with and fine-tune their 
work. Never scrimp on hav-
ing a few new perspectives on 

your work. When you are sure 
your work is finished, decide 
on how you want to be pub-
lished. With the independent 
publishing industry on the 
rise and the selectiveness and 
waiting times set upon authors 
by traditional publishers, it is 
vital the author takes the time 
to research and decide on 
which path they want to take 
to be published. Do they want 
an agent? Go straight to a 
publisher? Small press? Inde-
pendent? Self-publish? If the 
author chooses to self-publish, 
remember you are doing ev-
erything normally helped or 
handled by a publisher. You 
are the marketing depart-
ment, the sales team, cover 
artist seeker, book launcher, 
SEO specialist, and much 
more. It can be overwhelm-
ing and many authors do 

not realize choosing this route 
can be overwhelming. Once 
published, either traditional or 
indie, you, the author, will have 
to learn to market. Do not fall 
into the myth that traditional 
publishers will handle all of it. 
We at Greenwood are indepen-
dent authors who run the small 
press, FyreSyde Publishing. We 
know what it’s like to be in the 
trenches and not know where 
to go. This is why we welcome 
indie author titles either through 
purchasing or consignment. Au-
thors published through us will 
not have to worry about their 
books not finding a bookshelf to 
call home. We also offer coach-
ing from day one to the very 
end even if you do not publish 
through our small press. Con-
tact us today to see what we can 
do for you. Greenwoodgrove-
books@yahoo.com.

‘NCTCOG requests...’ 
continued from front page

competitive call for projects related 
to traffic incident management 
will also be available for residents 
to review and comment on online.

Additionally, the Texas De-
partment of Transportation will 
provide information on an effort 
to assist people with disabilities 
in its planning activities and how 
residents can take an active role in 
making changes.

Finally, information on the Re-
gional Smoking Vehicle Program, 
various vehicle incentives and Mo-
bility Plan administrative revisions 
will be available.

One topic that had been adver-
tised as being part of the public input 
opportunity, the 10-Year Plan up-
date, has been postponed until May.

Residents are encouraged 
to provide their input at www.
nctcog.org/input beginning now 
and continuing through May 12. 
To request printed copies of the 
information, call 817-608-2365 or 
email cbaylor@nctcog.org.
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  Hugh Coleman,  Denton County Precinct One Commissioner

Janet Laminack 

U.S. 380 Expansion Plans in Talks for Years

Tough Times, Turn to Gardening
Texas Joins Electronic Registration

COMMUNITY

Call us at 940-365-7387

$5.00 OFF Spa Days on Wednesdays 
for the next 30 days!

DENTON COUNTY, 
TX- Tina Massey with the 
Texas Department of Trans-
portation recently discussed 
plans to widen the existing 
U.S. 380 to a six-lane di-

vided roadway with grade 
separations at five locations 
including FM 423, FM 720, 
Navo Road, Teel Parkway and 
Legacy Drive.

Construction costs along 
the U.S. Corridor are esti-
mated at $159 million with the 
project fully funded.

I worked with TxDOT to 
expedite the section of U.S. 
380 from Loop 288 to U.S. 
377 for an earlier let date of 
May 2020.  The let date to 

seek a construction contractor 
for the section from U.S. 377 
to the Denton/Collin county 
line has been scheduled for 
February 2021.

The update was part of a 
Make 380 Safe Town Hall 
meeting at Braswell High 
School where residents gath-
ered for information about 
the corridor.

In the first week of Febru-
ary, a signal light at Magnolia 
and U.S. 380 was repro-

grammed to allow a longer 
period of time for residents 
to get on to U.S. 380. Massey 
said TxDOT was reviewing 
other lights along the corridor 
to see if timing could improve 
traffic both on and off the 
main thoroughfare.

Residents also asked about 
additional police patrols along 
U.S. 380. Massey said TxDOT 
officials have worked with 
Little Elm police on grants 
to patrol U.S. 380. Denton 
County Sheriff’s Office and 

law enforcement from neigh-
boring communities also have 
patrolled the area for drunk 
drivers and other offenders.

A pedestrian crossing and 
pedestrian markers for stu-
dents at U.S. 380 and Navo 
Road are included in the 
overall expansion of U.S. 380, 
officials said, adding that most 
vehicular traffic at that inter-
section will be on the overhead 
grade separation.

Roads are built or expand-
ed with the county paying 

part of the cost up front and 
working on plans to present 
an “out of the box” project 
to TxDOT.

Our advance work on infra-
structure projects and provid-
ing partial funding is how we 
work with TxDOT to get our 
projects to the front of the line.

We work for years before 
you see construction crews on 
site. It takes a lot of planning 
and coordination to make sure 
your traffic needs are met well 
into the future.

Information Center

AUSTIN, TX - The Office of 
the Secretary of State today an-
nounced that Texas will become 
the 30th state to join the Elec-
tronic Registration Information 
Center (ERIC), a non-profit 
consortium of member states. 
ERIC’s mission is to assist states 
in increasing voter participation 
and improving the accuracy of 
America’s voter rolls. ERIC is 
governed and managed by the 
member states, and was formed 
in 2012 with assistance from 
The Pew Charitable Trusts. 
During the 2019 session, the 
86th Texas Legislature appro-
priated $1.5 million for Texas 
to join the consortium.

Participation in ERIC will 
assist Texas elections officials 
in identifying and conducting 
outreach to eligible but unregis-
tered voters to encourage them to 
register to vote. The program will 
also help the State identify voters 

who have moved within Texas, 
voters who have moved out of 
Texas, voters who have died, and 
voters with duplicate registrations 
in Texas.

“Today’s announcement that 
the Lone Star State will join 
ERIC is an important next 
step as we strive to identify and 
conduct outreach to eligible but 
unregistered voters,” said Keith 
Ingram, Director of Elections. 
“Through this outreach, our 
state will continue to foster an 
active and engaged citizenry by 
encouraging all eligible Texans 
to play an active role in our 
democratic process.”

“We’re thrilled to welcome 
Texas as the newest member of 
ERIC,” said Shane Hamlin, Ex-
ecutive Director of ERIC. “Mem-
bership in ERIC will improve the 
accuracy and integrity of Texas’ 
voter rolls, while helping the state 
more efficiently reach out to mil-

lions of eligible but unregistered 
Texans to give them information 
on how to register.”

“The League of Women Voters 
(LWV) of Texas is very pleased 
to hear that Secretary Hughs is 
moving Texas forward by join-
ing ERIC,’’ said Grace Chimene, 
President of LWV Texas. “We ad-
vocated for Texas’ participation, 
and we applaud the bipartisan 
legislative effort that funded this 
program.”

Current ERIC member 
states include Alabama, Alaska, 
Arizona, Colorado, Connecticut, 
Delaware, Florida, Georgia, Illi-
nois, Iowa, Kentucky, Louisiana, 
Maryland, Michigan, Minnesota, 
Missouri, Nevada, New Mexico, 
Ohio, Oregon, Pennsylvania, 
Rhode Island, South Carolina, 
Utah, Vermont, Virginia, Wash-
ington, West Virginia, and Wis-
consin. The District of Columbia 
is also a member.

Shari Trusty

Prosper Celebrates                                             
Public Safety Milestone

PROSPER, TX- On Feb. 
29, the Prosper Fire Depart-
ment invited the public to a 
ceremonial wet-down and 
push-in of the town’s new 
aerial ladder truck.

The truck is capable of 

pumping 2,000 gallons of 
water per minute and car-
ries a 300-gallon water 
tank. Firefighters have been 
trained to use the truck for 
such activities as ventilation, 
aerial master water streams, 

elevated rescue and more.
The truck also will be 

responding to all com-
mercial f ire a larms, major 
accidents requiring extri-
cation and accidents on 
major thoroughfares.

DENTON COUNTY, 
TX - It seems that when 
Americans go through 
tough times, they turn to 
creating gardens. It makes 
sense for many reasons. In 
the U.S., gardening is one of 
our top outdoor leisure time 
activities. It is a great way 
to get some fresh air and 
exercise or just some space 
away from whomever you 
are quarantined with.

Growing your own food 
can help if you find your-
self in a financial pinch. 
But the act of gardening 
itself can also be beneficial. 
Research shows that just 
interacting with nature can 
have healing effects. There 
is a bacteria in soil that has 
been noted to interact with 
our bodies to have an anti-
depressant effect.

If there is an upside in 
any of this, we are at least 
experiencing these stay at 
home orders during an ex-
cellent time to garden. We 
may be a little late for some 
vegetables, but you never re-
ally know with this weather.

First thing to consider if 
you want to grow a food crop 
is that you need ample sun-
light. Vegetables and fruits 
ideally need 8 hours of direct 
sunlight to f lourish. The 
next biggest consideration is 
soil. The best way to make 
sure you have good soil, is 
to make your own raised 
bed or do container garden-
ing. Five gallon buckets will 

even work! If you don’t have 
access to outdoor sunlight, 
you can grow food with the 
help of artificial lighting. 
That is a more complicated 
subject, but I’d be glad to 
point you to resources if you 
are interested. Also, there are 
many community gardens 
throughout Denton County 
that might have plots avail-
able, so let us know if you 
need help locating one.

Vegetables that we can 
plant now by seed directly 
in a garden or container 
would be squash, cucumber, 
beans, peas, okra and corn. 
(You need quite a bit of corn 
for pollination so if you 
have a small space, skip it.) 
Seeds can be inexpensive. 
But they can also be tricky. 
I can tell where I planted 
my bean seeds because the 
next morning, that’s where 
the squirrel was digging. 
Ugh! Don’t the squirrels 
remember we just had an 
acorn mast year?!  Anyway, 
the other good news is 
that squashes and cucum-
bers really don’t like to be 
transplanted. So you aren’t 
being cheap; you are being 
horticulture-savvy.

If you do have a little 
more money to spend, I’d 
buy transplants of tomatoes, 
eggplant, and peppers. (Of 
course that is only if you 
like to eat those things!)  
You can grow those from 
seed, but it’s too late for a 
spring planting to do that. 

However, you could aim to 
grow your own transplants 
for a fall garden.

I like to stick with cherry 
or medium sized tomatoes 
because they seem to have 
better fruit quality. Noth-
ing worse than waiting on a 
big ol’ beefsteak tomato to 
get ripe and then we get a 
hailstorm, or just too much 
rain and the fruit is ruined.

At dcmga.com we have 
a tab for North Texas Gar-
dening and a section dedi-
cated to growing vegetables. 
Our Master Gardeners may 
be at home, but they are still 
available to answer your gar-
dening questions: 940-349-
2892 or master.gardener@
dentoncounty.com.

Lastly, this time has 
moved us beyond our norm 
and AgriLife has been rap-
idly responding with vari-
ous online opportunities. I 
am involved with the Aggie 
Horticulture Facebook Live 
event, every Wednesday and 
Friday at 1 pm. They are 
recorded and you can watch 
them later. Check here to 
see what you missed and 
what’s coming up! https://
agg ie-hor t icu ltu re .t amu.
edu/fblive/.

If you don’t have enough 
light/space to grow veg-
etables or a houseplant, 
I do hope you will take 
advantage of being outside. 
Plants make us feel better. It 
is spring time and the show 
is fabulous.
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Restoration Cowboy Church
910 South Hwy 377
Aubrey, Texas 76227
Restorationcowboychurch.org
940-343-5377
Ridin’ for the Brand Cowboy Church
5926 FM 455
Sanger, Texas  76266
www.ridinforthebrand.org
940-458-3076
Rock Creek Church
rockcreektx.church
469-815-5353
2860 Fishtrap Rd, Prosper, TX 75078
Worship Times 9 & 11 am
Savannah Life Fellowship
1440 FM 2931 Suites B, D & E
Aubrey, TX 76227
940-453-3953
www.savannahlifechurch.com
Unity Spiritual Center of Denton
6071 New Hope Road
Krugerville, TX 76227
214-453-0218
www.unitydenton.com
Tabernacle Church
601 South Church Street
Prosper Texas 75087
Phone: 940-300-5310
www.tabernacle-church.com
Orthodox Churches
St. Maximus Orthodox Church
2026 W. Oak Street
Denton, TX 76201
Pentecostal
Cornerstone Church of Aubrey
7850 FM 2931, Aubrey, TX 76227
940-365-2238 
www.ccaubrey.com
Seventh-day Adventist
Pilot Point Seventh-day Adventist
990 W. Walcott Rd.
Pilot Point, TX 76258 
214-794-9610
Denton First Seventh Day Adventist Church 
11010 Hwy 377
Pilot Point Tx 76258
Tel: 940 484 4889
dentonfirst22.adventistchurchconnect.org

Area   Church   Directory
Assembly of God
Hilltop Church
Aubrey First Assembly of God
819 W. Sherman Dr. in Aubrey
Trilogy Community Church
Cross Oaks Elementary School, 
600 Liberty Blvd, Cross Roads, TX 76227
469.708.7654
www.trilogy.church
Cowboy Country Chapel
603 Morrison
Pilot Point, TX  76258
Baha’I Faith
Baha’I Faith In Aubrey
800-22-UNITE or 972-632-6904
www.bahai.org and www.bahai.us
Baptist
Antioch Baptist Church
Hwy 428 & Hwy 2931
Aubrey, Texas  76227 
Bethel Baptist Church
210 E. Main Street
Pilot Point, Texas 76258
903-429-3661
Calvary Baptist Church
Corner of 125 N. Jefferson & Walcott St., Pilot Point
www.calvarypilotpoint.com
Cowboy Church of Cooper Creek
3000 Rock Hill Rd.
Aubrey, TX 76227
972-841-3331
http://www.cowboychurchofcoopercreek.org/
Cross Fellowship Church
Meets at Savannah Elementary
1101 Cotton Exchange Dr
Aubrey, TX 76227
www.crossfellowship380.com
CrossRidge Church
1701 Walker Lane
(Across From Little Elm High School)
www.crossridgeonline.org
972-292-1953
First Rock Fellowship
201 N. Cherry Street, Aubrey
www.firstrockfellowship.org

First Baptist of Krugerville
Hwy. 377 South, Krugerville
www.Fbckrugerville.com
Green Valley Baptist Church
9901 FM 428 in Aubrey 
Living Word Baptist Church
2315 FM 720 West
Little Elm , TX 75068
(469) 362-9010   
www.livingwordbaptist.net
Midway Baptist Church
Hwy. 377 North of Aubrey 
940-365-9312 
www.midwaychurch.org
Mustang Baptist Church 
Corner of I-385 & Mustang Rd. in Aubrey
New Hope Baptist Church
Highway 377, South, Aubrey
www.newhopeaubrey.com
Prestonwood Baptist Church
1001 West Prosper Trail,Prosper, TX
972-798-6700
Providence Village Church
Providence Elementary 
1000 FM 2931
Aubrey Tx 76227
www.providencevillagechurch.com
Rhea’s Mill Baptist Church
5733 North Custer Rd., McKinney
972-562-2947 
www.rheasmill.org
Catholic
St. Martin de Porres Catholic Church
4000 West University Dr.
Prosper, TX 75078
469-287-7624
www.saintmartindp.org
St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic Church 
925 N. Charcut St., Pilot Point, TX 76258 
940-686-2088 
www.stthomaspilotpoint.org
St. Sophia Ukrainian Catholic Church
5600 North Colony Bouldevard
The Colony, Texas 75056
(972) 370-4700
www.stsophiaukrainian.cc 

Christian
First Christian Church in Aubrey
410 N. Main St.
ntaccsw.org/pages/minisite_fccaubrey_home
Christian Church (Disciples 
of Christ)
First Christian Church
410 N. Main St. in Aubrey
First Christian Church of Denton
1203 Fulton Street
Denton, Texas 76210
www.fccdenton.org
Grace Christian Church
Baker Elementary School
Prosper ISD (Heatherwood Subdivision)
www.graceprosper.org
Church of Christ
Aubrey Church of Christ
910 S. Hwy. 377
Lake Dallas Church of Christ
504 Carlisle Dr.
Lake Dallas, TX 75065
940-497-5510
Rock Hill Church of Christ
9426 Rock Hill Road
Frisco, Texas 
972-347-1919
Episcopal
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
420 South Coit Road
Prosper, TX 75078
972-347-9700
www.stpaulsprosper.org
Lutheran
Rejoice Lutheran Church (ELCA)
12000 Independence Pkwy, Frisco, Texas 75035
972-569-8185
www.RejoiceLutheran.com
Methodist
Aubrey First United Methodist
113 West Plum, Aubrey
www.aubreyfumc.com
Bethel Methodist Church of Denton County
3126 FM 2931, Aubrey Texas
409-543-8444
www.betheldenton.com

Button Memorial United Methodist Church
101 W. Eldorado Pkwy., Little Elm, TX.  75068
www.bmumc.org, 972-292-1465
Cross Way United Methodist
14632 Fishtrap Road, Aubrey, Texas 76227
www.crosswayumc.org
First United Methodist Church
217 S. Church St.
Pilot Point, TX 76258
(940) 686-2338
Harvest Bible Fellowship, CMC
3121 FM 2931
church.netministries.org/ch30630
New Leaf Church at Children’s 
Lighthouse
3100 Woodlake Pkwy, Little Elm, Texas
972 325-8939, www.newleafnow.org
Oak Grove United Methodist
4725 FM 720 W. 
(940) 365- 3027
www.oakgroveunitedmethodist.org
Prosper United Methodist Church
205 S. Church St., Prosper
www.prosperumc.org, 972-347-2372
Mormon
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints
8801 Martop Road, Aubrey Texas 76227
www.churchofjesuschrist.org
Non-Denominational 
The Alabaster Box Ministries
1728 Flamingo Dr., Little Elm, TX 75068
www.thealabasterboxministries.com
817-262-9640
Bold Cross Cowboy Church 
Sunday “Church in the Dirt”
3612 FM 1385, Aubrey, TX 76227 
The Bridge Church
4582 Fishtrap Road, Denton, TX, 76208.
findthebridge.com,(940)735-2080
Grace Point Nazarene Church
611 East Liberty
Pilot Point, Texas
760-518-6732
Circle of Love Fellowship Church
16611 FM 428 W., Celina, TX 75009
972-816-6445

City of Transformation Church
Lakeside Manor Theater
902 W. Eldorado Pkwy,Little Elm, TX 75068
469-247-1863
www.cityoftransformation.org
Covenant Church 
Cross Roads Campus
8690 Liberty Road
Cross Roads, TX 76227
940-365-1395
www.covenantcrossroads.org
Covenant Word Ministries Church
1501 Bluebird Dr. 
(Paloma Creek South Clubhouse)
Little Elm, TX 75068
www.covenantwordministrieschurch.org 
Faith Assembly Church
700 N. Harmon Road, Aubrey, TX 76227 
(940) 365-9360 
aubreyfaithassembly.weebly.com
Gateway Church
7125 Legacy Drive
Frisco, 75034
Frs.GatewayPeople.com
469.238.1000  
Grace Village Community Church
5325-B Highway 377 
Krugerville, TX 76227 
gracevillagechurch.org
Lighthouse Christian Fellowship 
4331 E. Prosper Tr. 
Prosper, TX 75078 
972-562-2500 
www.lighthousentx.com
New Leaf Church
meets at Children’s Lighthouse
3100 Woodlake Pkwy, Little Elm
www.newleafnow.org
972 325-8939
North Texas Trinity Cowboy Church
9901 FM 2164
Sanger, TX. 76266
www.northtexascowboy.org
The Summit Church
910 S Hwy 377, Aubrey, TX 76227
www.oursummitchurch.com
940-453-4152
Relate Church
1400 FM 424
Cross Roads. Tx. 76227
www.irelatechurch.com 
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Greg Pelzel
AVP Commercial Banker I
Pilot Point

Branch Manager
Aubrey

Jennifer KirkJudd Kearby
Branch Manager

Pilot Point

10-10-2020

2020 is here! Another year, a new decade is before us,
we can only Thank God, for His Watch-care, His Protection,

and His Love for us all! Feel free to join us for worship,
on Saturdays, at 10:00am for small groups, or 11:10am for worship!

From our DFSDA family,
we wish you all a Blessed 2020!

Let’s get ready, Jesus is coming soon!

Denton First Seventh Day Adventist Church
11010 Hwy 377, Pilot Point TX 76258

Cell: 940 484 4889

cuss model runs and project.
FM 428 – Project is from 

Loop 288 to West Sherman 
Drive/proposed outer loop. 
NCTCOG is interested in 
partnering – limited access 
facility. TxDOT will be 
adding the FM 428 feasibil-
ity study as a supplemental 
agreement to the U.S. 380 
feasibility study contract.

FM 1385 –Received pre-
liminary draft information of 
survey data at the end of Jan-
uary 2020. Began developing 
layouts for initial conceptual 
alternatives. Continuing to 
develop base hydrologic 
drainage design analysis for 
23 drainage crossings along 
project limits. Continued 
review of Little Elm Creek 
drainage sub basin. Con-
tinued coordination with 
TxDOT, NCTCOG and 
local governments for traffic 
counts. Requesting traffic 
information at FM 1385 
and Fishtrap Road intersec-
tion based on improvements 
planned in Town of Prosper.

FM 2931 –Consultant 
continues work on initial 
set-up and layout of proposed 
typical sections and ROW 
footprint. Consultant is con-
tinuing work on layout, add-
ing driveway cuts, left-turn 
lanes, and median noses. 
Aerial survey is underway 
and expected to be complete 
before the end of February 
2020. Meeting with TxDOT 
and Providence Village held 
on Feb. 13, 2020, to evaluate 
typical sections and receive 
input on ROW impacts.  

FM 455 – From west of 
FM 2450 to east of Marion 

Road; the project is slated 
to have 100% plans ready 
in September 2020 with a 
January 2022 let date. The 
consultant will submit 95% 
plans set upon bridge/cul-
vert layout approval. Bridge/
culvert layouts submitted 
on Jan. 24, 2020. Received 
comments on Feb. 5, 2020. 
Layouts were resubmitted on 
Feb. 14, 2020. Revised Rail-
road Exhibit A was submit-
ted on Feb. 14, 2020, after 
receiving TxDOT comments 
on Feb. 5. Subcontractor is 
performing Level A SUE at 
several locations along FM 
455. SUE report expected 
to be complete by end of 
February 2020. Utility co-
ordination meeting held on 
Feb. 20, 2020.

I-35 at FM 455 – Esti-
mated cost of reconstruction 
of approximately 4,500 feet 
of I-35 over FM 455 is pro-
jected at $27,231,547 with a 
let date of August 2022. The 
consultant will submit 95% 
plan set upon bridge/culvert 
layout approval. Bridge/
culvert layouts submitted 
on Jan. 24, 2020. Received 
comments on Feb. 5, 2020. 
Layouts were resubmitted on 
Feb. 14. Utility relocation 
coordination meeting held 
on Feb. 20, 2020.

I-35 North (Segment 
1) – Consultant submit-
ted the 30% plan set to 
TxDOT in January 2020; 
it is under review.

I-35 North (Segment 
2) – Consultant submit-
ted the 30% plan set to 
TxDOT in January 2020; 
it is under review.

I-35E/Mayhill – This 
$55.6 million project to 
reconstruct the interchange 
at Mayhill and I-35E is pro-
jected to begin in May 2021. 
The 95% plans are underway 
and are expected in April 
2020; the 95% plan set will 
incorporate traffic and final 
survey. TxDOT received 
final survey on northbound 
frontage road on Feb. 3, 
2020. Level B SUE north of 
Mayhill and south of Loop 
288 is complete. Level A 
SUE will be initiated.

I-35/35E/35W Merge – 
The pre-30% submittal is 
expected at the end of Febru-
ary 2020. The next project 
milestone is the 60% plan 
submittal; however, with 
-087 project slightly ahead 
of -090 project, the 60% 

submittal will be delayed 
for submittal in correlation 
with the -090 job in an ef-
fort to synchronize project 
schedules. Level B SUE is 
in progress, with completion 
expected April 2020.  

I-35E/Loop 288/Brink-
er/Mayhill – Construction 
was completed in January 
2020. Work will continue on 
the sidewalk, sod/grass, rip 
rap and ditches.

County Road and Bridge 
Updates 

Arvin Hill Road Project 
US 377 to Red Mesa - Red 
Mesa to New Hope under 
construction, scheduled 
completion March 2020. 
New Hope to US 377 
scheduled completion Sep-
tember 2020.

U.S. 377/Stewart/Arvin 
Hill Intersection Improve-
ments – Bid opening sched-
uled for March 12, 2020. 
Utility relocation has begun.

Sam Bass Road Project 
- FM 455 North of Nance 
Road Construction started. 
Estimated completion date is 
November 2020.

Pecan Valley Road Cul-
vert Replacement – Con-
struction started. Estimated 
completion date is April 
2020.

Rockhill Road/Arvin 
Hill Road Project Red 
Mesa to UP RR - Revi-
sions to 100 percent plans 
for USACE comments un-
derway. Utility relocation 
coordination ongoing. 

Hackberry Creek Park 
Road Project - Construction 
request and mitigation plan 
submitted to USACE.  

Lois Road West Culvert 
Replacement - Survey and 
Engineering study ongoing. 

Rector Road West Cul-
vert – Construction started. 
Estimated completion date is 
April 2020.

Hickory Creek Road 
Street Lights – Tree 
trimming to be completed 
prior to insta l lation of 
l ights by Oncor.

Mayhill Road – From 
north of Quail Creek Road 
to U.S. 380, paving opera-
tions are ongoing.  Various 
lane closures and lane 
changes are occurring as 
required. Signal installation 
is ongoing. Driveway, signal, 
median and vegetation work 
is nearly complete. Initial 
walk-throughs have begun. 
Overall progress delayed 

somewhat due to weather. 
Reviewed feasibility of add-
ing McKinney intersection 
to Mayhill project by change 
order. TIP modification 
requesting same was submit-
ted to NCTCOG on Oct. 
25, 2019. RTC approved 
the additional scope and 
use of the project’s interest 
earnings to undertake the 
additional scope.  

Dallas North Tollway, 
Extension 4B –Consultant 
is working toward comple-
tion of final plans. Anticipate 
final board action approving 
construction contracts for 
the project in May 2020.

Lake Sharon Extension 
– The city, bankruptcy and 
surety company have execut-
ed termination paperwork. 
Corinth received revised 
executed termination agree-
ment on Feb. 17, 2020; city 
to execute.

Sam Bass Road – From 
FM 455 to approximately 500 
feet north of Nance Road, this 
estimated $3.5 million project 
will be rebuilt as a two-lane 
rural road and realign the in-
tersection with FM 455. Utility 
coordination efforts are ongo-
ing. Construction is underway. 
Current activities include 
barricades, ROW preparation 
and utility relocations. The 
contractor is beginning con-
struction efforts at FM 455 and 
working north. A construction 
completion date has been set 
for November 2020.

Shady Shores Road –An 
estimated $10 million in 
STBG funds have been al-
located for this project. Tx-
DOT has drafted a funding 
agreement. A consultant has 
been selected. ITS is coordi-
nating with the consultant 
to negotiate a scope and fee 
for the project. They met on 
Feb. 6, 2020, to discuss the 
project scope. The consul-
tant is working to schedule a 
meeting to discuss environ-
mental requirements.

Denton County Precinct 
One Commissioner Hugh 
Coleman can be reached at 
(940) 349-2810. The main of-
fice is located at 1175 Union 
Hill Road in Sanger. He is 
also available by appointment 
only at the Steven E. Cope-
land Government Center at 
1400 FM 424, Suite 139 in 
Cross Roads or the Denton 
County Courthouse-on-the-
Square at 110 W. Hickory 
St., Suite 323 in Denton.

Shari Trusty

PROVIDENCE VIL-
LAGE, TX - Thinking about 
tying the knot? Maybe a vow re-
newal? Looking for an intimate 
venue to plan your big event?  
Fortunata Winery is hosting an 
all day wedding event on 10-10-
2020. The local winery will help 
you make your wedding less 
stressful and more memorable.

Venue…check,   Officiant….
check,   Cake….check,  Deco-
rations…check, Champagne 
toast...check, Photographer…
check, Flowers…check.  Easy….
check,  Memorable…check.   

Here’s the cool part. All day 
weddings from 8:00 a.m. to 
8:00 p.m. in different areas of 
the winery grounds. Be part of 
the history happening at For-
tunata Winery in Providence 
Village, Texas.  The Fortunata 
Family is wanting to create a 
relaxed, tranquil event in a 
friendly environment that will 
be unforgettable for you and 
your guests.

You could have your wed-
ding setting in The Blessing 
Chapel, the vineyard, the white 
garden tent, the fireplace on the 

back patio or the fireplace in 
the tasting room. Do you want 
to get married by an Ordained 
Minister, a Justice of Peace, or 
Elvis (well, not the real Elvis)? 
It’s your choice! Chef Rossana 
will create wedding cakes for 
the bride and groom and For-
tunata Winery sparkling wine 
will be served to celebrate your 
memorable day.

Greenery and flowers will 
decorate each setting on the 
vineyard grounds. Bouquets 
for the bride will be simple yet 
elegant. Multiple professional 
photographers will be roving 
the vineyard taking timeless 
photos to document you mo-
mentous occasion.

Still love your spouse so 
much you would do it all over 
again?  Well do it all over again 
at Fortunata Winery.  Didn’t 
get to have a special wedding 
the first time? Do it 10-10-
2020! Renew your vows.

For more informa-
tion on the 10-10-2020 
unforgettable wedding 
day at Fortunata Winery,                                                                                              
email Events@Fortuna-
taWinery.com or just drop 
by the winery in Providence 
Village, 2297 FM 2931

Your spouse can’t forget this 
anniversary date!
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Care and Wellness in Our Community

At Texas Health Neighborhood Care & Wellness Prosper, care is closer to home. We help you get healthy with a 24/7 emergency department, therapy 

services and physician offices. And we help you stay healthy with educational classes and events, mammography, and a Fitness Center that offers child 

care and a coffee and smoothie bar. Plus, parking is always free and right outside our doors. So you can get in, get healthy and get on with your life.

Call or go online to find our full list of services.

1-877-THR-WELL

TexasHealth.org/Prosper

Conveniently located

between activities and errands.


