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AN EASY WEEKEND GETAWAY

Any Night is a Good Night at the Liberty Hotel
By Jodie Linton-Prickett
Not too many years ago, Cleburne, TX was just short of
becoming a ghost town. It was not until recently the town
started a revitalization effort breathing a fresh energy into the
once quiet downtown. I went to Cleburne to stay at the historic
Liberty Hotel and visit a dear friend who is the current caregiver
of this historic beauty! Her eyes sparkled as she shared stories
of the Liberty Hotel, The Dudley’s and Historic Downtown
Cleburne. The building was constructed in 1924. With time,
the building was in disrepair and needed a miracle. Longtime
Cleburne resident Howard and Sherry Dudley came to the
rescue. Howard, who made his fortune from his inventions,
decided to take on the challenge of purchasing and rescuing
the beautiful and elegant building that was all but forgotten.
Spending far more money that it would have cost to demolish
the building and start anew, it didn’t matter. His heart was in
the preservation of his beloved Cleburne.
Thankfully, there are people like the Dudley’s that love old
buildings and realize that new isn’t always better. The Liberty Hotel
is now part of the Ascend Hotel Collection, and it is located at 205
South Caddo Street smack in the middle of downtown Cleburne.
One of my favorite weekend getaways is one where I can park my
car and not really have to get in it again until it is time to go home. The
Liberty Hotel offers just that luxury. There are about 12 restaurants
within walking distance and about eight nearby attractions easily
accessible by foot. In addition, there are lots of stores and antiquing
to be done. You won’t want to miss Heritage Home Inspired, Miss
Minnie’s Mercantile or the Bus Depot where you can find one of just
about anything. We wanted to visit the museums, art galleries, and
murals but we were only there for a weekend.
We enjoyed a delicious meal at R & K Café with obscenely large
portions. It was so yummy it presented more of a challenge to try
to finish every last delectable bite. Then, almost as an encore they
deliver a complimentary dish of banana pudding. Good thing it
was within walking distance of the hotel because we absolutely
needed it after overindulging. We also enjoyed a tasty brunch at
Chaf In Restaurant, also just a short walk from the hotel. It is a fun
train themed restaurant with murals painted on the outside of the
building and a miniature train that runs around the entire space
just below the ceiling.
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On Saturday we ventured off to the Bluegrass on the Trail
Festival held at the fascinating historic Chisolm Trail Outdoor
Museum located at 101 Chisholm Trail. Just a short drive away
but well worth it. The festival was filled with music, vendors and
exhibits. This event happens every spring so plan on attending
mid-May of next year. Besides enjoying the museum, we watched
some blacksmiths create some interesting and exquisite ironwork,
we tapped our toes to some delightful music and ate some very
tasty food.
I was also excited to find some folk-art stuffed animals we found
at a very reasonable price. There were dozens of vendors with many
selling handmade items. We found out that the floors in the original
Wardville jail and the School House had come from the Liberty
Hotel’s restoration. Horseback Riding will be on our list next time.
Just in case we did not have our fill of music, we ventured over
to Song Bird Live after we returned from the Blue Grass Festival. It
is just a short walk from the hotel, located at 210 East Henderson
Street. I cannot speak highly enough of this little intimate venue
that really packs a punch with their music lineup. It’s a smoke free
venue with refreshments at intermission and BYOB is welcome. The
tickets are affordable and the talented professional musicians pack
houses in the DFW area and beyond. Tom and Marcia Burkett, the
proprietors, followed their passion in making their dream come
true with this great addition to downtown Cleburne.
After the spectacular performance at Song Bird Live we walked
across the street for a late hour gallery opening at Red Horse Art
Gallery, located at 209 East Henderson Street. They were friendly
and down to earth but with a surprising collection of original
artworks, limited editions and artist proofs. What a lovely way to
round off a day.
Trovato Street, located at 106 East Henderson Street, Suite A,
may have been the highlight of our Sunday. We walked around
the block from the hotel to find a candy extravaganza. This
beautifully renovated building is stuffed full of nostalgic candy
with free samples of saltwater taffy that will satisfy any sweet
tooth. The candy is sold by the pound but it is very reasonably
priced for the experience. Trovato Street also offers a high-end
chocolate from St. Louis sold by the bar or the piece.
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The candy boutique also has a root beer bar you can belly up to.
It is designed a bit like a high-end saloon but its main draw is root
beer, for all ages of course! They have over 50 flavors of ice-cold root
beers to try. Ice cream is available, of course, on the side or in a float.
We also had a quick visit to a fun and interactive toy store,
Central Station Toys, located at 209 South Main Street. They had
collectable vintage toys, unique and hard to find toys and an event
room with tabletop gaming, and game nights for everyone to
attend. It truly gave a sense of community.
While we did not experience everything, downtown Cleburne
had to offer, we absolutely kept our dance card full. It was a
surprisingly fun, up-and-coming area that we are excited to revisit.
While any night is a good night to stay at the Liberty Hotel, a
much-needed fun weekend is the best!

O’Dells Nursery
4765 HWY 377, Aubrey, TX 76227

• Shrubs • Trees • Mulch
• Soil • Edging
• Elizabeth Lauren Creations
• Metal Yard Art
• Delivery Available

Trees • Shrubs • Annuals • Perennials • Indoor Plants • Home and Outdoor Decor
Plus expert advice from our family to yours to help you be a successful home gardener.
www.380guide.com/pilot-point-guide
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By Wendy Haun

Shop Local! We are more than just a Feed Store.

This Halloween, we’re bringing a spook-tastic time to the
Historic Pilot Point Square!
By popular demand, Pilot Point Main Street will be holding
a kid-friendly safe trick-or-treat night on the Square! Join us
for Scare on the Square October 30 from 6-9 pm and bring
your plastic pumpkins and treat bags. Businesses on the
Square will be doling out treats (and maybe a trick or two)
and showing off their fun side. All are encouraged to dress
up and wear your most fabulous costume.
All princesses, ghouls, goblins and superheroes should stick
around! There will be a showing of Toy Story of Terror on the
big screen in downtown for all! Bring your blankets and chairs
for a comfortable seat.
We will also be having costume contests for fun prizes! The
age categories will be:
• Kids (0-15)
• Adults (16 and older)
• Couple / Group Costume
• Pet costumes
We thank everyone for their continued support of Pilot
Point Main Street, and we look forward to seeing your best
costumes on the Square on October 30!
The Pilot Point Chamber of Commerce is also hosting a
Halloween event on October 31st at Sonic.

HOME DECOR AND APPAREL FOR ALL OF YOUR HOLIDAY NEEDS!

1156 N. Hwy. 377 • Pilot Point, TX 76258

(940) 686-3333 • PPFeed.net
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2021 is here! Another year, a new decade is before us,
we can only Thank God, for His Watch-care, His Protection,
and His Love for us all! Feel free to join us for worship,
on Saturdays, at 10:00am for small groups, or 11:10am for worship!
From our DFSDA family,
we wish you all a Blessed 2021!
Let’s get ready, Jesus is coming soon!
Denton First Seventh Day Adventist Church
11010 Hwy 377, Pilot Point TX 76258

Cell: 940 484 4889

Sundays 10am
611 E. Liberty, Pilot Point

Wedn
760.518.6732

Gracepointnaz.net
Facebook.com/gracpointnazchurch
www.380guide.com/pilot-point-guide
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continues on page 10
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continued from page 9
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AROUND
THE TOWN

Send Us Your Photos to info@380Guide.com

The BASSMASTER CLASSIC
weekend was kicked off with
a Pilot Point Chamber Mixer.
The lively event was held at
the Clifton and Nadene Irick
Museum located at 201 South
Jefferson Street.

Having Fun with Paint!
Pilot Point Guide attended the
Ladies Wine and Art Social at
the Pilot Point Coffee House.
It was a block buster evening!
Keep an eye out for two
more art events with Justine
Wollaston in the near future.

On August 13th Union Pacific’s
Big Boy No. 4014 rolled into
town just before 6:00 p.m.
People were lined up on both
sides of the track for as far as
the eye could see. The official
whistle-stop in Pilot Point was
at the tracks crossing Liberty St.
just off the square.
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By Jodie Linton-Prickett

Hillbilly is a rising smoke star in
the 380 Corridor. Yes, you read
it right, Hillbilly. Nobody is sure
what his real name is, except for
his family and some close friends.
But, isn’t that how Texas legends
are made? They rise up through
the ashes and walk out through a
cloud of smoke.
You can smell Hillbilly’s
barbeque wafting through
the air most Sundays at the
Krugerville Farmer’s Market.
That’s the easiest place to
find him on the second and
fourth Sunday of the month.
The market is located at
Woodland Park at 5240 US 377.
Sometimes they will do a popup stall at the same location on
Saturdays and the off Sundays
of the market. If you smell
smoky goodness in the air,

drive over to the park and see
if he’s there!
Otherwise, you may have to
be invited to an event or party
he is catering or book him
yourself for your next gathering.
I first encountered Hillbilly
at the First Annual O’Dell’s
Nursery Anniversary and I’ve
seen him there serving up
deliciousness every year since.
That’s how it seems to go, once
he is booked for an event he
seems to be rebooked every
year thereafter. His barbeque
is just that good!
Hillbilly wasn’t always a pit
master. He discovered the
passion for smoking meats a
little later in life. His interest in
cooking started with an annual
4th of July party. It was there
he would host a big southern
style fish fry. Everybody raved
about his cuisine but he was
still focused on his full time
trade as a drywall installer. It
was that vocation that brought
him to the 380 Corridor. He
moved to Pilot Point to work
with longtime friends and
owners of a drywall company

in Pilot Point in 2002. It was
after he put roots down in
the area that his passion for
barbequing began.
There is something special
about a pit master, their
early mornings are filled with
smoke wafting around them.
They build up a tolerance to
the fire, especially in Texas
where summers can really dial
up the heat. When Hillbilly
is not watching the flames
and perfecting his recipes,
he is tending the stalls at the
farmers markets, festivals or
serving at a catering. It is art
on one side and business on
the other, making it a full time
balancing act. Fortunately,
Hillbilly gets a lot of support
from his wife Lisa and his
daughter, Olivia at the events.
It’s definitely a family affair.
As smoke from the
barbeque pit whirl around
Hillbilly’s head he turns
brisket, an otherwise
undesirable looking slab of fat
and muscle into tender, juicy
mouthwatering excellence.
While he is the pit master,
Lisa helps with the sides.

Their most popular sides
include cowboy beans,
potato salad, and macaroni
and cheese. However, Lisa
should be applauded for
her magnificent banana
pudding. People rave about
how light and delicious it is!
If you are not a banana fan,
like myself, ask her for a no
banana, banana pudding. It
is an absolute must try.
What makes Hillbilly’s
barbeque so delectable
is that Hillbilly does not
just toss his meats in the
smoker and walk away.
He gives each protein just
enough rub to provoke
and enhance its natural
flavors, not smothering it.
He instinctively knows when
to check on them, keeping
them succulent without
decreasing the temperature.
This optimizes the flavors of
the meats, and for briskets
it improves the meat's
beautiful and tasty bark
on the outside. Excellent
barbeque is a product of
of meat, rubs, heat and
smoke. Hillbilly has that
combination perfected.
Currently Hillbilly and his
family are catering events
and they have booths at area
farmers markets but they are
working on acquiring a food
truck in the future.
For catering information
or to find out where they will
be set up please call Lisa at
940.231.1455.

www.380guide.com/pilot-point-guide
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Slay-Bloomfield-Jones Cemetery

You Can Take It
With You!
Gloria Cowart
from Aubrey took
her Guide to visit
Lighthouses, Sault
Ste Marie, Soo
Locks where ships
go and come from
Lake Superior
and Lake Huron,
and the National
Cherry Festival
in Traverse City,
Michigan.

Our cemetery is located just north
of Denton, TX in Cooke County
with easy access from I-35.
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Emily Davis, of
Davis Dance studio,
is reading her
Guide magazine
in downtown
Fredericksburg,
Texas.

The cemetery offers a variety of burial
rites including traditional, cremation,
and green burials.

The Lukas family
took their Guide
when they took
the Durango train
to Cascade Falls;
Durango, CO

Please contact our funeral home
to schedule burials.
PREARRANGEMENT WITH NO OBLIGATION

424 South Washington
Pilot Point, TX

940.686.2277

TERRI SLAY

OWNER/FUNERAL DIRECTOR

SlayMemorialFuneralHome.com
Family Owned. Serving the area since 1986
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“Fun times, I just took my Guide to
see former VP Mike Pence at the
Ronald Regan Library in Simi Valley,
CA last Thursday and then took it
that Sunday to Disneyland,” Christy
Neades, Keller Williams Realty
in Savannah, TX.

Mariah Acevedo took
her Guide to the
Lone Star Lodge and
Marina at the Lake Ray
Roberts State Park in
Pilot Point, Texas.

Would you like to be in the next issue of Pilot Point Guide?
If so, send us your photo with your Pilot Point Guide to
YouCanTakeItWithYou@380Guide.com
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940-686-5853
• Landscape Design				
• Custom Landscaping Install		
• Retaining Walls
• Drainage
• Landscape Spruce Ups			
• Sprinkler System Install & Repair
• Flagstone Patios & Walkways			
• Rock & Brick Borders			
• Hydromulch & Sod
• Firepits

LI0009638
LI0023441

Whether you are a do it yourselfer or need assistance our family is here to help!
Local Family owned and operated • Insured • References available.
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